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SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN REEUGEES IN SUDAN 
REF: STATE 154536 (NOTAL) 

1. EMBASSY HINDERED IN ITS ABILITY TO REPLY TO DEPARTMENT'S 
REQUEST EOR INFO ON CONDITIONS AT ETHIOPIAN REFUGEE CAMPS 

IN SUDAN BECAUSE NO ONE IN EMBASSY HAS HAD OPPORTUNITY VISIT 
ANY CAMPS. NOR DOES PROSPECT OF VISIT IN NEAR EUTURE 
APPEAR LIKELY. AS DEPT AWARE, PERMISSION EOR DEPTOFE 
METTSON TO GO TO SUCH A CAMP DURING HIS RECENT VISIT TO 
SUDAN WAS DENIED. SECURITY SITUATION WHICH PROMPTED DENIAL 
LIKELY TO REMAIN DELICATE FOR SOME TIME TO COME. THEREFORE, 

OUR INEO ON SITUATION IN CAPMS IS SECOND HAND. 

2. MOREOVER, INEO A VAIL ABLE TO US IS SOMEWHAT CONTRADICTORY. 
EMBASSY ESL WHO RECENTLY VISITED HIS HOME TOWN OF KASSALA 
ACKNOWLEDGED GROWING NUMBER OE REEUGEES, BUT HE INDICATED 
THAT MANY IE NOT MOST WERE WORKING. HE SAID MANY WERE 

NOT RPT NOT POOR AND HAD BROUGHT BELONGINGS INCLUDING IN 
SOME CASES AUTOMOBILES WITH THEM. THOUGH DISRUPTED, THEY 
WERE GRADUALLY SETTLING DOWN, EITHER IN KASSALA AREA, OR 
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BY MOVING ON TO KHARTOUM AREA. SIMILARLY, IN OUR 
CONVERSATIONS WITH UNHCR AND SUDANGOV REPS HERE WE NEVER 
GAINED IMPRESSION THAT ETHIOPIAN REEUGEES WERE UNDER 
EXTREME HARDSHIPS OR THAT CAMPS WERE SEETING WITH DISCONTENT. 

3. ON OTHER HAND, HOWEVER, IT ALSO APPEARS CERTAIN THAT 
OBJECTIVE CONDITIONS AT REEUGEE CAMPS PROBABLY GRIM BY OUR 


Margaret P. Grafeid Deciassified/Reieased US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


STANDARDS. SUDANGOV OFFICIALS NOTE THAT ONLY TWO 
HOSPITALS (IN GEDAREF AND KASSALA) WHICH MUST ALSO SERVE 
LOCAL POPULACE ARE AVAILABLE TO WELL OVER 100,000 REFUGEES. 
SUDANGOV FEARS OUTBREAD OE INFECTIOUS DISEASES. STANDARD 
OF LIVING FOR SUDANESE IN REGION IS QUITE LOW WITH MINIMAL 
SERVICES, AND IT THEREFORE SEEMS HIGHLY UNLIKELY THAT 
CIRCUMSTANCES FOR REFUGEES ANY BETTER. UNHCR REP KOZOLWSKI 
HAS INDICATED NEED TO SETTLE REFUGEES AS FARMERS, AND HE 
SAID PROCESS HAS BEGUN. THERE HAVE BEEN SOME REPORTS OF 
ANTAGONISM BETWEEN REFUGEES AND LOCAL POPULACE, BUT WE NOT 
ABLE SAY HOW BAD THIS PROBLEM IS. 

4. AS FIGHTING INTENSIFIES IN ETHIOPIA APPEARS LIKELY THAT 
ADDITIONAL HUNDREDS, IF NOT THOUSANDS, OF REFUGEES WILL 
ENTER SUDAN. SUDANGOV AND UNHCR APPEAR TO BE MAKING 
CONSCIENTIOUS AND AT LEAST PARTIALLY SUCCESSEUL EFFORT 
COMBAT BIGGEST REFUGEE PROBLEM IN AFRICA. HOWEVER, 

INEVITABLY VERY LOW LEVEL OF DEVELOPMENT IN SUDAN WILL 
SEVERELY LIMIT HOW MUCH CAN BE DONE EVEN WITH MOST 
FORTHCOMING ATTITUDE ON PART OF SUDANGOV. SUBJECTIVELY, 
ETHIOPIAN REFUGEES WITH WHOM WE COME IN CONTACT, APPEAR 
TO WANT TO LEAVE SUDAN IF POSSIBLE ALTHOUGH, FOR NOW AT 
LEAST, THEY PREFER IT TO ETHIOPIA ITSELE TO WHICH MOST 
WOULD PROBABLY RETURN IF CONDITIONS WOULD EVER ALLOW. 

5. WITH REGARD TO DEBT'S SPECIFIC QUESTION PARA 4 REFTEL 
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RE WHETHER ETHIOPIAN REFUGEES SHOULD BE RETURNED TO SUDAN, 
EMBASSY RELUCTANT MAKE FINAL RECOMMENDATION WITHOUT 
KNOWING UNHCR'S VIEWS. WE KNOW OF NO RPT NO POLITICAL 
PRESSURES WHICH ARE APPLIED BY SUDANGOV UNIQUELY AGAINST 
ETHIOPIAN REFUGEES. SUDANGOV WILL ACCEPT THEM AND THEY 
CAN LIVE HERE SUBJECT ONLY TO POLITICAL AND ECONOMIC 
HARDSHIPS EVERYONE HAS TO FACE. AS FOR CONDITIONS OF 
CAMPS THEY PROBABLY ARE QUOTE DEPLORABLE UNQUOTE OBJECTIVELY 
SPEAKING, BUT WE WONDER WHETHER THEY ARE SIGNIFICANTLY 
WORSE THAN CONDITIONS GENERALLY IN EASTERN SUDAN OR IN 
ETHIOPIA ITSELF. BERGUS 
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